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OVERVIEW

The content of this chapter overlaps with the reign of Saul as David’s early years are lived out under Saul’s 
leadership, not to menti on how he enters Saul’s service and spends ti me fl eeing from him when Saul wants 
to kill him.

For the sake of keeping it clear for the students, the two character’s lives are separated in chapters however 
inevitable overlap occurs. The chapter begins with the anointi ng of David while Saul is sti ll king. This is done 
before Samuel dies. As you conti nue to highlight what a close reading of the text will reveal to students this 
is a great chance to contrast David’s introducti on with Saul’s. Parti cularly as Samuel himself is taught by God 
that what is on the outside is not important. Saul looked great but he was a dud. David is the youngest son 
of his father, Jesse, however he is a man aft er God’s heart. 

From a human perspecti ve it would seem impossible that David could become King while Saul is reigning yet 
the narrator shows us through a series of events how God is able to work in history to bring about his pur-
poses. Something that later in this period will become extraordinarily evident.

So David is brought into Saul’s house to play the harp for him and enters his service. The anointed king serv-
ing the formerly anointed king now rejected. Then through the David and Goliath incident, David steps up 
and seizes the opportunity that had been Saul’s for some 40 days prior to his arrival on the scene. The reader  
should not miss that David is dressed by Saul in his own batt le gear - the true king is now ready to lead the 
nati on. At the end of the account when Goliath is dead and decapitated, the people praise David over Saul. 
What seemed impossible is possible because the God of Israel is moving in history and in the hearts and 
minds of his people to bring the rightf ul king to the throne.

Finally, of all the other things that this chapter focuses on, the event of supreme importance is the Davidic 
covenant. Whatever you decided to skip in this chapter this is a defi ning moment in the Bible’s story and 



in David’s reign. Students need to see that at a ti me when they could have been doubti ng how long this all 
would last, God points David’s, Israel’s and our eyes forward with his promise that David would always have a 
king to reign over the house of Israel. Later in this course we will return to this promise as we look down the 
barrel of the Bible’s storyline to the one that it is all heading toward.

OUR TIPS

The narrati ve of David is so powerful and engaging that we want to let the students sink their teeth into it. 
We need to show the students that despite David being a man aft er God’s own heart he did some cracker 
things that would cause most ministers to be summarily dismissed. He was a failed father who horrifi cally 
dealt with the rape of his daughter and was an adulterer and murderer as well. As you unpack this with the 
students point them to his Psalm of repentance (51) and talk through what it means for fallen and broken 
people to be in a relati onship with God. David reaped the consequences of his acti ons but he conti nued to 
enjoy an incredible relati onship with his maker. It would be good to highlight David’s repentance against the 
failure of Saul to do this.

This is a great opportunity to break the percepti on that God only calls those who are perfect and have it all 
together. There is nothing in the Bible that should lead us to think that. 

YOUR TIPS

We would love to hear what you have learnt aft er teaching this chapter. If you have ti ps that you are happy 
for us to freely share with other teachers using this course please let us know by emailing them through to us 
at admin@biblicalturningpoints.com.au. 

COMMON QUESTIONS STUDENTS ASK

• Why did David chop off  Goliath’s head?
• Why did God not reject David considering what he did with Bathsheba?

We would love to hear what questi ons students are asking in response to the content of this chapter. 
Please let us know at admin@biblicalturningpoints.com.au. 

RESOURCES TO HELP YOU TEACH THIS CHAPTER

• Kings and Prophets Visual aid

If you know of any websites or resources that would assist teachers with bringing this chapter to life please 
let us know at admin@biblicalturningpoints.com.au. 

ANSWERS FOR CHAPTER 5

Answers have been provided for questi ons where we believe clarifi cati on may be needed or where an acti vity 
requires the teacher to have the correct answer before the students commence the acti vity. 

If you have any questi ons about an acti vity not writt en up in the following notes, please contact us at 
admin@biblicalturningpoints.com.au. 
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God’s Promises to David  
P130 

When is this promise to David fulfilled? (include 
Bible references) 

When David dies, God will raise up his 
offspring to succeed David as king. God will 
establish his kingdom. 
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It will be David’s offspring who will build the 
Temple. 
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God will establish the kingdom of David’s 
offspring forever. 
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God will be the father of this offspring of 
David. God will discipline him when he does 
wrong but will never take his love away, like 
he did from Saul. 
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The house and kingdom of David will endure 
forever before God. David’s throne will be 
established forever. 
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